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Ponderosa Elementary 

Dear Families, 

     Wow…the first week and a half of school has 
flown by! It is always exciting to meet and greet a 
new group of students and all of us agree that this 
is a VERY special group of kids. Thank you for 
entrusting your children to us! 
     During the first two days of school, students took 
a number of assessments, and we continue to 
slowly work away at completing individualized 
reading assessments as necessary. Students will 
complete the district required writing assessment 
this week.  We will be sending home results of 
Math Benchmark A test and iReady reading 
assessment shortly. Look for them on September 18 
(2 weeks from Friday). 
     I have enjoyed getting to know each and every 
student in our class over these three weeks, and 
taking the time to develop our classroom 
community. Thank you so much for your support!  
 

Math 
     As we get to know our students as 
mathematicians, we can already see the increase in 
the skill level of our 4th graders who had Math 
Expressions last year. We have been impressed 
with their knowledge of place value and addition 
strategies. This is great news! 
     Students just took the first Quick Quiz for Unit 1, 
which will also come home on Monday. We seek to 
address any significant misunderstandings as we 
analyze these quizzes to increase student success. 
Students seem most challenged by “rounding 
numbers” to any given place value.  
     Please continue to review math facts (addition 
and subtraction) with your students based on the 
information I will send home this week. It is critical 
to their math success that they are fluent in these. 
It is definitely NOT too soon to start practicing 
multiplication and division facts as well. Students 
should be able to complete 50 facts in three 
minutes. 

 

 
 

Literacy 
 We have been working on the necessary 
skills to choose “good fit” books through discussion 
and modeling, as well as the “book interviews” we 
did last week. Students are increasingly capable of 
choosing a book based on interest, level, and 
whether or not they can make sense of what they 
are reading. We’re also working on increasing 
stamina in how long they are able to read 
independently.  
          We have also been reading books that deepen 
students’ understanding of what it means to be a 
global citizen. The books are generally about 
individuals who have made a difference in the 
world by taking action. Our discussions are about 
exactly HOW they made a difference, and what 
character traits it took to accomplish what they did. 
Good stuff!! 
 

Social Studies/Science 
 Social Studies and Science provide the 
content for our integrated literacy block, and 
students are currently learning about the five 
regions of Colorado and are practicing note taking 
and summarizing as they read. The culminating 
activity will be a poster on one region which 
illustrates why they would want to live in that 
region. 

Upcoming Events 
 
September 8         No School 

     Professional Development Day 
September  11     Grandparent’s Day Breakfast 
 
September 14      PTA meeting (5:30-6:30) 
 
October 1             Panda Prowl (Walk-a-thon) 


